PDPS Lunch and Learn 9/23/99 

· For the optional input production rule, when do the timers on the optional inputs start?  The answer used to be "when all of the required input becomes available".  That is, once the required data has arrived, the timers on the optional inputs start. If those timers expire, the job is released for processing anyway. Is this still the case?  Recent documentation (on the Production Rules Web page, DID 625) strongly suggest that this is the case, but would like a clear statement.

NCR ECSed24113 addresses the problem. The current implementation does start timers for optional input at the time the DPR gets generated.  The purpose is to make sure Planning Workbench does not release the job without waiting for the optional input.

· Do timers start when the DPR is created?  What are they, what is their purpose, how do they work?  This appears to be a major change and would likely make the optional input production rule almost useless.  Note that DPRs are data driven.  A production rule that is based on the time the DPR is created would clash with the notion of a data driven system.  There would be no way to have the timers fixed (as they are when you register the PGE) and at the same time have flexibility in creating Plans.   FYI: The answer to these questions has a direct impact on one of our launch-critical PGEs, namely MODIS PGE03. Down the road a bit, AIRS PGEs will also rely on the correct implementation of the optional input production rule.

The fix for this will be that at DPR generation time, timer for optional inputs will be started ONLY IF all required inputs are available.  If any required input is not available, timer will still be started at the time when the required input comes. By doing this, planning work bench will not release job prematurely since it checks the existence of timers for optional inputs. And the timers will not be started before all required inputs become available either.

· If there are multiple DPRs with the same priority, in what order are they executed (e.g. alphabetical by PGE, alphabetical by DPR name, granule date/time, etc)?

When the priorities are the same, the DPRs are executed alphabetically by DPR name.

